
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Term 1 Week 3   8 February 2012 

Dear Parents / Caregivers, 

Dates to Remember 
Term 1  Week 4 
14/02/12 School Banking starts 
15/02/12 Twilight Swimming Carnival 5:00 – 8:00pm 
16/02/12 S3D Archives Visit 
17/02/12 S3D Archives, Whole School Assembly   
  
Term 1   Week 5 
20/02/12 Meet the Teacher/Parent Information Night 6:00 – 7:00pm Early Stage 1 & 

Stage 1, 7:00 – 8:00pm Stage 2 & Stage 3 
21/02/12 P&C AGM and Meeting 
22/02/12 S3T & S3D Art Gallery Excursion 
24/02/12 Scripture starts, Stage Assemblies 
 
Term 1  Week 6 
29/02/12 District Swimming Carnival 
28/02/12 Year 6 Peer Support Training Day 
02/03/12 Whole School Assembly 
 
Welcome back to the 2012 school year and to our fantastic school. I hope everyone had an 
enjoyable holiday. A special welcome to our new Early Stage One (Kindergarten) and Stage 3 
(Year 5) OC students and parents and other students and families who are joining us for the 
first time this year.  
 
Welcome to Mrs Belinda Clarke who is one of our Assistant Principals and Mrs McErlain who 
has returned this year in a part time capacity. Mrs Finch is still on leave.  
 
Students were placed into their classes last week. Minor changes to class placements may 
occur. A lot of thought has gone into formulating this years classes and the placement of 
students. Teachers take into account student’s academic, behavioural, social and emotional 
needs when allocating classes.  
 
All classes are Staged and of mixed ability except for the two Opportunity Classes and 
Kindergarten. More information about the structure of classes is provided below. We are 
looking forward to a productive year where quality teaching and learning is the focus 
particularly in literacy and numeracy. 
 

 

  
KINGSWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Quality Teaching in a Caring Environment 
 



Early Stage 1 teachers assessed students last week as part of the Best Start Program and the 
school will continue to participate in the Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) Program this 
year. More information on that program is to come. 
 
Meet the Teacher/Parent Information Night for each Stage will be held on Monday 20 
February. More information is available on the note that will be sent home with your 
child/children this week.  
 
The classes and staff for 2012 are: 
 
Early Stage 1 (Kindergarten): 
ES1C  Mrs Belinda Clarke – Assistant Principal & ES1/S1 Supervisor 
ES1E  Mrs Sally Eleftheriou 
 
Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2): 
S1D  Mrs Janelle Di Giglio 
S1O  Mrs Lynne Ochert 
S1PH  Mrs Danielle Proud & Mrs Katie Hanmore 
 
Stage 2 (Years 3 & 4): 
S2/S3J  Mrs Meredith Jeff (Across Stage class – Years 4 & 5) – Assistant Principal  
   & Support Staff Supervisor 
S2A  Mrs Annette Andersen 
S2K  Mrs Kristy Fox  
S2S  Miss Kellie Selwood 
 
Stage 3 (Years 5 & 6): 
S2/S3J  Mrs Meredith Jeff (Across Stage class – Years 4 & 5) – Assistant Principal  
   & Support Staff Supervisor 
S3B  Ms Brownyn Napper - Assistant Principal & Stage 2 & Stage 3 Supervisor 
S3DJ  Mrs Debbie Boughton & Mrs Julia McErlain 
S3T OC  Mrs Lesley Taylor 
S3D OC  Mrs Jennie Dunstan 
 
Support Staff: 
English as a Second Language (ESL) Mrs Jo Prunty 
Release from Face to Face (RFF)  Mr Neil Hazell 
Reading Recovery/RFF   Mrs Kim Hall 
Library/RFF     Mrs Michele Young 
Students Learning Assistance (STL) Mrs Katie Hanmore   
Counsellor      Mrs Sandra Begg 
 
Administration Staff: 
School Administrative Manager  Mrs Brenda Shead 
School Administrative Officer  Mrs Karen Edwards 
School Administrative Officer  Mrs Lyn Greig 
School Administrative Officer  Mrs Kim Sampson (Casual) 
School Administrative Officer  Mrs Alex Wilson (Casual) 
School Learning Support Officer  Mrs Lyn Scott 
School Learning Support Officer  Mrs Michelle Dunsire 
General Assistant    Mr Karl Brown 
 
Cleaning Staff: 
Mr Andrew Hanson 
Mrs Gordana Zivcec 



Class Structures 
Classes that are made up of children of different year levels have traditionally been called 
composite classes. In recent times, these classes have also been labelled stage-based 
classes, multi aged or family classes. 
 
There are two reasons why these classes are formed this way: 
 
• Educational - where they are seen as having an educational benefit for the students and; 
• Administrative - where there is an uneven enrolment in school years. This occurs in 
most primary schools. 
 
Classes are formed following either of the above criteria or a combination of these criteria.   
 
This year our school enrolment has remained steady but is uneven in certain year levels. 
Therefore composite/stage classes are unavoidable. Furthermore, all primary schools are 
staffed by a state wide formula which works in favour of having smaller class sizes in 
Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2.  This makes good sense as these are the formative years of 
learning and class sizes need to be kept to a minimum.  As a result classes from Year 3 to 6 
will have a higher number of students.  
 
For a number of years Kingswood Public School has had composite/stage classes. The 
classes are known by their Stage names. 
 
The range of criteria used for forming these classes included social relationships, academic 
ability, age/maturity, gender balance, access to existing school programs such as Reading 
Recovery and organisation of teaching groups.   
 
Teaching the Curriculum  
Regardless of how classes are formed each individual student is taught and assessed in terms 
of syllabus learning outcomes that are set by the Board of Studies for all schools including 
non-government schools. 
 
Each of the six primary syllabus areas are organised into three syllabus stages: 
 
Kindergarten = Early Stage One 
Years 1 & 2 = Stage One  
Years 3 & 4 = Stage 2  
Years 5 & 6 = Stage 3 
 
The stages of development each have a number of learning outcomes children are generally 
expected to achieve as they move through their primary school education and into their 
secondary education.  Students have two years in each Stage (except for Kindergarten-Early 
Stage One which has one year) to achieve the outcomes for that Stage. 
 
It is also recognised that some students will be performing at below stage level and some 
above.  It is the teacher’s responsibility to plan, program, present and evaluate syllabus 
outcomes for individual students.  
 
Teachers use a variety of teaching/learning techniques and classroom organisation strategies 
to achieve this end. Strategies teacher’s use include teaching to need and learning styles,  
using different grouping strategies, effective classroom organisation and regular assessment 
and reporting on student progress. If you have any concerns about this, please make an 
appointment through the office with either myself or the Assistant Principal supervising that 
Stage. Mrs Clarke is supervising Early Stage 1 and Stage 1, Ms Napper is supervising Stage 2 
and Stage 3 and Mrs Jeff is supervising the Support Staff. 



Permission to Photograph & Publish Student Work 
Please complete, sign and return this note (distributed with this newsletter) to your child’s 
teacher either giving or not giving permission to photograph and or publish your child’s work by 
Friday 17 February 2012. 
 
Term Calendar 
A Term 1 calendar is attached with this newsletter. Changes that occur to the calendar will be 
advertised in the newsletter. Please note that the newsletter letter will be sent out in odd weeks 
this term.  
 
Code of Conduct for Parents/Visitors 
In 2008 the school implemented a Code of Conduct for parents and visitors and guidelines for 
approaching the school. This is to ensure that anyone that enters the school premises is 
treated with respect in a safe and caring environment. Please read the attached document. 
 
Please be aware that any person who contravenes the Code of Conduct may be subject to the 
Inclosed Lands Protection Act (1901) and it Amendments. 
 
Communicating with Staff 
If you have any issues or concerns in regards to your child’s schooling and wish to speak to 
your class teacher or the Assistant Principals supervising the Stage or myself, please contact 
the office to make an appointment time. Please speak to the class teacher before speaking to 
the Assistant Principal or myself as we will refer you to the class teacher if you have not 
already spoken to them. 
 
Please be aware that teachers are extremely busy during the school day and may be attending 
meetings before or after school. It is really difficult to get a class settled in the morning if there 
are parents trying to speak to the teacher. There will be information sessions for parents this 
term so that you can meet your child’s teacher and be informed about the teaching and 
learning program. A note will come be coming home shortly. 
 
Excursion Notes 
A new Department of Education and Training Excursion Policy has come into effect. A medical 
form now needs to be completed for each student. Please note we will no longer be able to 
accept hand written notes or verbal permission. A school permission note must be 
completed for each excursion and or special event 
 
Early Arrivals 
Please be aware the morning duty begins at 8:30am. Students are not supervised before this 
time. Please do not send your children to school before this time. If children need to be 
dropped off early, please organise before school care.  
 
Running Late? 
Please pick up your children promptly at 3pm if you collect them from school. If you are 
running late or have been delayed, please notify the school as soon as possible. Many children 
become distressed when parents are not there to pick them up at the end of the day. Children 
can be picked up from the office. If you child attends the After Care Service please contact the 
Centre directly if they are not attending on a particular day. 
 
Are Your Contact Details Current? 
Please let the office know in person or in writing if you contact details have changed. If your 
child is sick or we need to contact you for any reason, it can be really difficult if the numbers 
are not current. Thank you to all those parents who have informed us of any changes. 
 
 



If your child attends the After Care Service please contact the Centre directly if your 
child is not attending on the day. Some parents decide to pick their children up or vary their 
after school arrangements without notifying the After Care Centre and our office and Executive 
staff are then required to spend a lot of time trying to find these ‘missing’ students. Your 
support in this matter would be greatly appreciated.  
 
Medical Conditions 
If your child/children have any medical conditions that the school should be made aware of 
such as Anaphylaxis or Asthma please contact the school office and provide them with their 
health care plan if you have not already done so.  
 
Stage 1 & Stage 1 Students – Change of Clothes  
If your child is in Early Stage 1 or Stage 1 could you please ensure that you have a change of 
underpants and shorts in your child’s bag in case of a toileting accident or wet weather. We 
have a very limited supply available at school and we would appreciate your support in this 
matter. 
  

Absence Notes and Starting Late 

A number of students have already started to arrive late at school. Please ensure that your 
child/children arrive on time each day. The morning session is prime learning time for students 
and students need to be here for the start of the first lesson each morning. 
 
If your child/children are absent, a note needs to be sent in to their class teacher explaining the 
reason for the absence. Please be aware that rolls are legal documents and children need to 
attend school each day.  
 
If your child is going to be absent for more than 15 days to go overseas or on holiday, a 
general exemption form needs to be completed and approved by regional office before they go 
on leave. These forms are available at the office. 
 
Voluntary Contribution 
Each year families are asked to pay a voluntary contribution. The voluntary contribution is $30 
per child or $50 per family. Please refer to the note distributed with this newsletter. 
 
Keeping Our Students Safe 
Help us to keep our students safe by not walking you children through the car park or driving 
into the car park. The car park is for staff parking and deliveries only. The car park is out of 
bounds to all students at all times. 
 
Please be aware that Traffic Rangers will be patrolling the outside the school both in the 
mornings and afternoons issuing infringement notices for traffic violations.  
 
Air Conditioning Program 
During the Christmas holidays the last of our classrooms was air conditioned. I would like to 
thank P&C and school community for their tireless efforts at fund raising for this program.  
 
Thank you also to OI Sydney for the continued financial support of the school. Our next focus 
in this program will be replacing broken air conditioners in the library and then air conditioning 
the administrative block.  
 
Student Banking 
Student Banking will resume on Tuesday 14 February for those who would like to participate. 
Application forms will be available for those students who wish to open a Dollarmite Account 
with the Commonwealth Bank, a great way to foster savings habits for our students.  
 



P & C - Making a Vital Contribution to Our School 
The first P & C Meeting and AGM will be held on Monday 28 February at 7pm in the 
staffroom. All parents, especially new parents to the school are welcome to attend.  
 
The representative positions to be elected at this meeting are: 
 

 President 

 Two Vice – Presidents 

 Secretary 

 Treasurer 
 
Please note that only those P&C members who were financial at the last meeting of 2012 are 
eligible to vote at the AGM. Please come along and meet the new P & C and find out all the 
wonderful things that are taking place at our great school. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Norma Petrocco 
Principal  
 
Library Borrowing 
Library borrowing will begin in Week 4 for all students. 
 
To help protect the borrowed books all students must use a library bag. Bags may be the cloth 
drawstring type, a PVC library bag available from stores or simply a plastic shopping bag.  
 
Children in Early Stage 1, Stage 1 and Stage 2 may borrow 2 books at a time. Children in 
Stage 3 may borrow 4 books, 2 Fiction and 2 Non-Fiction.  
 
Borrowing time will be made available during class lessons in the Library. In addition, students 
may borrow at lunchtime on Monday to Thursday. The library will also be open for borrowing 
and returning books and for quiet reading and writing from 8:30am to 8.55am every Monday 
and Tuesday.  
 
Scholastic Book Club 
Scholastic Book Club operates 8 times a year and offers a convenient way for you and your 
child to select and purchase worthwhile and appealing books, software, craft and games. 
Brochure items have been expertly chosen to span a wide range of interests, age groups and 
reading levels and encourage children to appreciate reading and improve literacy skills.  
 
Our school library benefits from all purchases made through the Book Club.  
 
To order from Book Club simply fill in the order form on the back page of the brochure. Place 
the order form and correct money in an envelope clearly marked with your child’s name and 
class. Orders are to be handed in at the front office.  
 
Please note that your child’s order will return to school approximately four to five weeks after 
the issue of the month’s Book Club brochures.  
 
Orders for Issue 1 close at 9:00am on Wednesday 15th February 2012. 
 
Mrs Young 
Teacher Librarian 

 
 
 
 



Kingswood Public School 
Quality Teaching in a Caring Environment 

 

Approaching the School 
From time to time parents or other members of the school community may need to approach the 
school in order to: 
• Discuss the progress or welfare of your own child. 
• Express concern about actions of other students. 
• Enquire about school policy or practice. 
• Express concern about actions of staff. 
 
It is therefore necessary to have procedures that will help solve problems as soon as possible so that 
a safe and harmonious school environment is maintained. The best results usually flow from working 
together. 
 
These guidelines aim to: 
• provide a guide in order that concerns are dealt with in an open and fair manner. 
• ensure that the rights of students, staff and parents are respected and upheld. 
• support sensitivity and confidentiality. 
• help reach an agreed solution. 

 

CONCERN APPROPRIATE ACTION 
The academic progress of 
your own child 

 Directly contact the child’s teacher either by note, by 
phone or at an appropriate time to discuss any issues. 

The welfare of your own 
child 

 For minor issues directly contact your child’s teacher to 
clarify information. 

 For more serious concerns, contact the office. State the 
nature of concern and arrange a suitable time to talk with 
class teacher or appropriate staff member. 

 To convey information about change of address, 
telephone number, emergency contact, custody details, 
health issues etc. Please contact the office. 

Actions of other students  Contact the class teacher for a classroom problem. 

 Contact the stage supervisor or principal for playground 
problems. 

School policy or practice  Contact office. State nature of concern and make an 
appointment to see the principal and/or appropriate 
member of staff. 

Actions of a staff member  Contact the teacher directly in the first instance. 

 
On occasion, concerns may cause frustration and anxiety. At such times it is always important to 
organise a time to talk with school staff in an unhurried and confidential atmosphere. 
 
Please Note: No parent should directly approach another person’s child inside or outside the 
school site. The school will deal with issues between students as part of the school’s Discipline and 
Welfare policy. 
 
In very rare cases, where people wishing to express concerns, do so in an aggressive, threatening or 
violent manner, the principal (or nominee) has the legal authority under the ‘Inclosed Lands Act’ to: 
• direct the person to immediately leave the grounds. 
• call the police to remove the person should he/she refuse. 
• withdraw future permission (by letter) for the person to enter the grounds without permission of the 
principal. 
• Seek further legal avenues. 
 

 



Code of Conduct for Parents / Visitors 
A code of conduct for parents and visitors ensures that everyone who visits the school site is able to 
do so in a safe and harmonious manner and to ensure that students, staff, parents and other visitors 
are not subjected to aggressive, hostile or violent behaviours. 
 
Parents and visitors are expected to: 
• Treat all persons associated with the school with respect and courtesy 
• Ensure their child/children are punctual to class 
• Make appointments in advance of expecting to obtain an interview 
• Allow staff to supervise, investigate and manage students without interference 
• Discuss issues or concerns about the school, staff or students through the correct procedures 
• Follow school procedures governing entry and behaviour on school grounds, including any 
restrictions that may be imposed. 
 
Any person contravening this Code of Conduct is advised that the provisions of the Inclosed Lands 
Protection Act (1901) and its Amendments will be followed if any of the following occur: 
• Actual physical assaults or threatened physical assaults on students, staff, parents or community 
members at the school or during the course of school activities; 
• Behaviour in the presence of students, staff, parents or other visitors to the school that causes alarm 
or concern to the students, staff, parents or other visitors; 
• Use of offensive language (ie swearing) in the presence of students, staff or other visitors to the 
school; 
• Any interruption to the learning environment of the school such as entering classrooms without 
permission. 
 

Visitor and Volunteer Helpers Policy 
Throughout the school year teachers need volunteers to assist in classrooms, the canteen and 
around the school in many facets of education. 
 
Parents and other volunteers assisting with activities do so on the understanding that: 
 
• Teachers are responsible for the programs operating within the classroom and/or school. 
• Teachers are in charge have ultimate responsibility for the safety, welfare and care of the students. 
• They accept joint responsibility for children under their care for the duration of the time at school. 
• Their conduct and manners should at all times be acceptable and an appropriate model for 
students. 
• They should refrain from smoking in the presence or sight of students – the school is a government 
non-smoking area. 
• They should not consume or have consumed alcohol prior to working with children. 
• They should cooperate with teachers in charge to ensure safety and welfare of students. 
• They should sign themselves in and out in the visitors register at Kingswood Primary School’s front 
office. 
• They wear a visitors badge as identification whilst assisting with students. 
• They should sign the Prohibited persons Declaration (available from the front office). 
• Under the Child Protection Act of 1997 it may be necessary for the school to have volunteers who 
assist students undergo a Criminal Record check. 
 
Confidentiality is of prime concern. Parents and volunteers are not to discuss any information 
they obtain at school with anybody, other than the classroom teacher or the Principal. 
 
Any parent or volunteer helper not fulfilling these requirements may be excluded from the volunteer 
program. 
 
Your co-operation is sought and appreciated in maintaining a safe and happy school. For together we 
all make a great school, even better. 

 
 
 
 



      115 - 119 Great Western Highway, Emu Plains  NSW  2750 
              

Mr A Baldacchino                                 PO Box 91 Emu Plains 2750 

Principal                                                Phone: (02)  4728 7200 

                                                  Fax:      (02)  4735 6141 
                                                               Email:   nepean-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

Do you think you can dance, perform, create? 
 
Nepean High School is a selective school for the creative and performing 
arts. 
 
Talented students with a strong interest in Dance, Drama, Instrumental 
Music, Vocal, Visual Arts, Digital Media and Photography, are 
encouraged to apply.  Local (in area) students wanting to be part of our 
selective Creative and Performing Arts Program must also audition or 
present a portfolio of work. 
 
To be a part of the 2013 Year 7 cohort of creative and performing arts 
students , or for more information contact the school  47287200 or 
website nepean-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au  for an application package. 
 
All interested families are welcome at Open Night Monday 19th March 
from 6.00 pm 
 

Closing date for applications 28th March 2012 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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TERM 1, 2012 CALENDAR 

 

WK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

 

 

1 

23 
 

24 
 

25 26 
 

Australia Day 

27 
School 

Development 
Day 

 

 

 

2 

30 
Yr 1 – Yr 6 Start 
 

31 
ES1 
(Kindergarten) 
Best Start 
Assessment 
 
 
 

1 February 
ES1 
(Kindergarten) 
Best Start 
Assessment 

2 
ES1 
(Kindergarten) 
Start 
 

3  
Whole School 
Assembly 
 

 

 

3 

6 
Newsletter Week 
 

7 
 
 
 

8 
 

9 10 
Stage 
Assemblies 

 

 

4 

13 
 

14 
School Banking 
starts 
 
 
 

15 
5:00 – 8:00 
Twilight 
Swimming 
Carnival 

16 
Archives S3D 

17 
Whole School 
Assembly 
Archives S3D 

 

 

5 

20 
Newsletter Week 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
School Banking 
 
6pm AGM & 
P&C Meeting 

22  
Art Gallery 
S3T/S3D 
 

23  
 

24 
Scripture starts 
Stage 
Assemblies 
 

 

 

6 

27 
 
 

28 
School Banking 
Yr 6 Peer 
Support 
Training Day 
 
 

29 
District 
Swimming 
Carnival 

1 March 
 

2 
Whole School 
Assembly 

 

 

7 

5  
Newsletter Week 
Archives S3D 
Distribute PSP 
Surveys 
 
 

 

6 
Archives S3D 
School Banking 
 
 
 
 

7  
Archives S3D 
 

8  
 

9  
Stage 
Assemblies 
Archives S3D 
 

 

 

8 

12  
Sports 
Leadership Day 
S3 
Archives S3D 
 

13 
Archives S3D 
School Banking 
 
 
 
 

14 
Archives S3D 
 

15 
Selective HS 
Test 

16 
Whole School 
Assembly 

 

 

9 

19 
Newsletter Week 
Archives S3D 
 
 

20 Medieval 
Show 9-3pm 
S2/S3 
Archives S3D 
School Banking 
 
 

21 
Archives S3D 
 

22 
Archives S3D 
 

23 
School Cross 
Country 
Stage 
Assemblies 

 

 

10 

26 National 
Young Leaders 
Day (Sydney) 
Archives S3D 
 

27 
Archives S3D 
School Banking 
 
 

28 
Archives S3D 
 

29 
 

30 
Whole School 
Assembly 

 

 

11 

2 April 
Newsletter Week 
 
 
 

3 
School Banking 
 
 
 
 

4 
Easter Hat 
Parade 
 
 

 

5  
Last day of term 
Happy Holidays 

6 
 

Good Friday 

 
Term 2 – School Resumes Monday 23 April, School Development Day, 24

th
 April for 

students 



 
 

 


